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JOE BONE - 1ST PLACE - STRING BAND CONTEST



The Florida State Fiddlers Association (FSFA) is a group of musicians and music-

loving friends who have organized for the purpose of holding a yearly convention 

and fiddle contest, and to increase communication among fiddlers and other old-

time musicians in the state of Florida.

Yearly membership is $15. Membership keeps the Fiddlers Association going and 

gets the newsletter to you. Make checks payable to FSFA. Send your completed 

application (found online, see below) and check to: FSFA 2506 Arvah Branch 

Blvd. Tallahasse, FL 32309. The expiration date of your membership is on your 

mailing label, listed by month and year. If it is underlined in red, you are due to 

renew. 

We always like to hear from members and non-members alike. Please feel free to 

contact any of the officers with suggestions and comments. Send all newsletter 

items to the editors, David or Mary, at the e-mail listed below.  

FSFA Officers: 

President—Aisha Ivey, aishaivey@gmail.com 

Vice President—Andy Martin, banjocounselor@gmail.com 

Membership Director—Caitlyn Murphy, cmurphy09@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors—David Strickland, fxe100@comcast.net; 

     Mary Allgire, maryallgire@yahoo.com 

Secretary/ Volunteer Coordinator—Anna Strickland, aystrickland@gmail.com 

Treasurer—Bobby Lolley, bobbylolley@gmail.com  

mailto:fxe100@comcast.net
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 Bragg Violins 
    A Family Owned & Operated Violin Dealer, Repair, 
&  Restoration Located in Lake Panasoffkee, Florida 

♪ www.braggviolins.com ♪ 352-233-8522



A Message from your FSFA President 

Hello Fiddlers, 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to serve this wonderful organization again as President 

for the next two years! David Strickland and the rest of the FSFA Board who served before me 

have done a stellar job keeping things going during a very trying time. The virtual offerings and 

live streams promoted what we do to a larger audience than ever before, expanding our reach 

and helping us realize that our mission can be served in many different ways.  

When we were finally able to come together for the Fiddle Convention last October, it was a 

joyous celebration! Our special guests, Adam and Beth, were wonderful teachers and fun to 

have in the jam circle! We hope that you attended and that you enjoyed it! We will be 

circulating a survey about the convention, to try to learn more about what you thought went 

really well and what we can do to make things better in the future. I hope you will take the time 

to share your thoughts! 

We have already been working on making things better in general, and on our plans for future 

events. If you have ideas about what you think the FSFA should be focusing on, or ideas on 

fundraising, we invite you to send us a note and to join in the conversation! We always need 

volunteers, sponsors and donors, so please feel invited to help out, donate or advertise! If you 

want to ask people in your community to join the organization, advertise in our newsletter, or 

to donate or be a sponsor, it would help us greatly! 

Our next event will be the Spring Jamboree, which will be held at the Stephen Foster Folk 

Cultural Center (also home to the Florida Folk Festival) in April. We will post information about 

it to the web site in the next few months. But for now, please save the date: April 8-10th, 2022. 

Oh, and get your fiddle out and practice a tune! 

Sincerely, Aisha Ivey 



Regular Jams, Events, and Things of Interest (contact each jam before attending as they 

might be postponed due to Covid-19).  

Baldwin: LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH at Larry O’Neals Pickin’ barn, 7pm until 11pm. All 

bluegrass pickers and listeners welcome. Directions: 1/2 mile west of Baldwin on Hwy 90: turn right 

on Limann Rd. INFO Larry O’Neal at 904-266-4746  

Barberville Pioneer Settlement first Sat of the month free music workshops and jamming all day 

with 6 dollar park fee. Email Carol at carolwhisler@yahoo.com to get on the email list for workshop 

schedule or find the schedule posted on the Barberville Pioneer Settlement facebook or web site.  

Cassia: Cassia Community Club. 2nd and 4th Saturdays: all music, 3rd Sat: Bluegrass, 5pm until ? 

Call Pat Musselman 352-589-8008 for info  

Fernadina Beach: Florida House Inn 22S 3rd St. Bluegrass open jam Monday 7pm til ? INFO: 

904-261-3300 Ft. Myers/Cape Coral SW Fla. Fiddlers every Monday 7-9 at different locations. 

Frank Dennis 239-542-2066 or wfdcrd@embarqmail.com 

Gainesville Old Time Jam : 1st. Weds., NEW LOCATION 1425 N.W. 35th Terrace, Gainesville, Fl. 

32605-4829. starts at 7:00 pm. E-mail: doran.oster1@yahoo.com  

Gainesville Dance: 1st Sunday & 3rd Saturday Call 352-372-1145 or visit godsdance.org 

Gainesville: Wed. Nite Pickin’, various homes, Call 352-466-3801  

Gainesville: Half-Fasst Jam, Tuesdays 8:30 pm-11:30pm Call Dea 352-495-2243 or 

FiddlerDea@yahoo.com (goes to bi-monthly jam on 1st and 4rd 

Tuesdays after October 2014.)  

Jacksonville: San Jose Bluegrass Jam 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7-10pm, San Jose Baptist Church, 

6140 San Jose Blvd. INFO: John Powell 904-708-9687  

Jacksonville: Old Time jams every Tuesday, traditionally at Rain Dogs, 1045 Park St. Jacksonville, 

from 7-11 pm. Since the Pandemic, we have been meeting privately in homes.  

Lakewood United Church of Christ Concert Series Contact nogamiyoko@gmail.com. Phone 

727-687-6742 For info.  

Live Oak: Potluck & Pickin’ on Saturdays at 7:30 at Spirit of Suwannee Campground. Visit website 

at www.suwannee.com or call 904-364-1683  



Macclenny: Bluegrass jam 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7p.m. At home of Frank Cohenour. Call Frank 

at 904-259-3794 for directions or more information.  

Melbourne: 2nd Saturday dance, The Barn, 3820 Minton Rd. 407-723-1957 Irish jams at Meg 

O’Malley’s (Tuesdays 6-9pm)  

Ocala: Sunday, 1pm Jervey Grant Park SE 32nd Ave. Irma at 352-347-4462 



Regular Jams, Events, and Things of Interest continued 

Ocoee: Friday, 6:30 pm parking lot behind Pizza Hut on SR50 & Mcguire Rd. Call Jack Lewis at 

407-298-3821 for info.  

Orlando Brewery Jam, second Sunday of each month, 1301 Atlantic Ave. Call Sharon Hartmann 

407-325-7787 Orlando: Friday night Old Time Jam at different homes, email 

Jaybrad44@yahoo.com to get on the notification list.  

Oxford: 3rd Friday, 5 P.M. Bluegrass & Country show, Community building. Port Orange: Rose Bay 

Travel Park 5200 S. Nora Rd. Monday, 7pm Norm Decker 386 428-9848  

Pompano Beach: Old Time Jam session Tuesdays, 7pm-10pm, call John Amon 954- 943-6047, or 

Bob M. 954-471-5088  

Tampa Bay Old Time Jam: Old-Time jam every Thursday night at the Old Train Depot off Curly Rd. 

7 - 10 pm. San Antonio is just north of Tampa off highway 52. Contact Jenny 813-813-4242 for more 

information.  

Tallahassee Old Time Dance: 2nd & 4th Friday at the Tallahassee Senior Center on N. Monroe, 

7:30pm. Call 850-421-1559 or website www.tallydancer.com  

Tallahassee: Irish session, 4th Sunday at Finnegan’s Wake, 1122 Thomasville Rd. Contact Jane 

and Gordon Scott at 850-386-7784.  

Tallahassee: Old-Time Jam, 2nd & 4th. Saturdays, 4:00~ 6:00, Blue Tavern,1206 N. Monroe St. 

Call Mary 850-4211559 for more info  

Tampa: Bay Fiddlers Association meets 1st & 3rd Saturday in Dunedin Recreation Center 1pm-

4pm. Contact Tim @ 727-515-9565 or Elan @ 727-424-9331  

Tampa/Pinellas Park Dance: 2nd Sat. & 4th Sunday, Location varies. Call 727-823-2725 for more 

info. 

*FSFA will be updating this list for the next issue of the Florida

Fiddler. If you have specific information about a jam in your area,

please email David or Mary. You can also contact the FSFA directly

@floridafiddlers@gmail.com. Thanks!

mailto:floridafiddlers@gmail.com




MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! FOTMC and Old Time Music Gathering is taking place 

on April 22 and 23, 2022 at Sertoma Youth Ranch in Brooksville, Florida!!! For more 

information, contact Debby Sue Gilman @debbysuefiddler@gmail.com 

mailto:debbysuefiddler@gmail.com


Tune Toons; 

Illustrations of Old Time Music tune titles 

By Debby Sue Buckberry Gilman, Artist, and Illustrator 

* Tune Toons Book One – 17 illustrations

* Tune Toons Book Two – 18 illustrations

* Toon Tunes Music Book for the Young and the Young at Heart

– 20 illustrated tunes with chords

* Individual Tune Toon prints – 8.5 x11 in 12x16 white mat

Deb Gilman 

debbysuefiddler@gmail.com 

Brooksville, Florida 



A Recap of the 40th Annual FSFA Convention by Greg Allen 

The 40th Annual Florida State Fiddler’s Convention was held October 7 to 9 

at the Spirit of the Suwanee Music Park in Live Oak. It was a new location for Florida’s premier 

gathering of fiddlers and other old-time music purveyors and, as I like to say every year, it was 

the best one yet. 

Weather was just how we like it—unbearably muggy, but little rain and 

mosquitoes weren’t out of control. The best part was seeing and playing music in person with 

friends for the first time in two years or more. There were some new faces, some old faces we 

haven’t seen in years and the musical guests were top-notch. 

Adam Hurt and Beth 

Williams Hartness 

graciously made the 10-

hour drive down from 

Virginia, despite the 

ongoing COVID concerns 

and outgoing President 

David Strickland kept them 

busy. Adam taught the 

Emmet Lundy tune, “Lily 

of the Valley” at an 

afternoon fiddle workshop. 

Then later, at a large 

outdoor jam, he challenged 

everyone to show what they learned. Not all of us passed. The monster jam also saw the 

triumphant debut of vice-president Andy Martin’s “Thunderbucket,” an instrument Heimdall 

might use to guard the bridge to Asgard. 

Beth and Adam did a great concert, showing off Adam’s hypnotic gourd 

banjo stylings, fiddling and great singing. We got a couple of new tunes, “The Old Plantation” 

and an unusual version of 

“Johnny Court the Widow” at 

another workshop. And 

Adam taught the banjo tune, 

“Jack Wilson” to wrap up the 

convention Sunday. N.B.  All 

these workshops and most of  

RHYTHM & REPERTOIRE WORKSHOP 



the convention were streamed live and the 

recordings are now available on the Florida State 

Fiddler’s Association Facebook page, courtesy of 

David and Mark Braxton.  Check them out!  

The other 

highlight of 

the annual 

convention, 

the old-time 

band contest, saw heated competition this year with, I 

believe, 13 bands competing. The music was good, but 

the pies were even better. Random Twang, Joe Bone 

and Wetlands String Band were the top three finishers, 

by tradition getting the three worst pies. But all bands 

went away happy, even the one that took the store-

bought moon pies. 

I’m told the silent auction was also a success, 

thanks largely to the efforts of membership 

coordinator Caitlyn Murphy and volunteer 

extraordinaire Julie Anspach. Treasurer Bobby 

Lolley might have done something, I don’t 

know. Spirit of the Suwanee Music Park seemed 

like a good fit for an association dedicated to 

late-night campground rowdiness. The one 

downside might be drunken golf cart drivers, so 

be warned!   See you at the Jamboree. 

RANDOM TWANG 

SILENT AUCTION 

GUEST ARTISTS ADAM HURT & BETH WILLIAMS HARTNESS 







2021 Tom Staley Award Recipient

Annie Orlando 

When asked to say something about the 2021 Tom Staley Awardee, Annie Orlando, 
most people respond with descriptions including, “Caring,” “responsible,” “organized,” 
“honest,” “quiet,” and say things like, “She does things we do not notice being done,” or “She 
is and has been always there for us, without having to be asked.”  I will add, “Good friend!” 

When Annie was 8 years old and living in New York, she begged her parents for a 
violin and to have violin lessons. They finally gave in to her constant requests and bought a 
violin for her and hired a violin teacher for her lessons. Annie’s goal was to become a 
concert violinist.  She enjoyed her lessons even though her violin teacher was on the scary 
side. She explained: 

He had a huge goiter and it was very colorful. It frightened me. 

And the lessons continued until her violin teacher told her that if she became a great 
violinist, she too, would develop a goiter like him.  That would mean she was a fine violinist. 
She said that she ran from the lesson frightened to play anymore because she did not want 
to have a goiter like he had. She would go back to taking lessons from the same teacher 
when she was near her teenaged years, but her dreams of becoming a concert violinist 
came off her list of “what I want to become.” Annie did continue to take violin lessons from 
the same teacher some-time later, but her enthusiasm had waned. 



While in her college years, she met many of the well-known folk music revivalists. 
She became interested in folk music because the York College radio station’s music was 
“mostly controlled by students who were into Old Time and traditional music.” 

It wasn’t long before I ended up with my own radio show where I got to drive all the 
disco queens crazy [by] playing [the] New Lost City Ramblers and [the] Highwood Stringband 
records. 

 When she moved to Miami, Florida, where she met Old Time fiddlers, Chuck Anton and LJ 
Slavin leading her to hang out at the Banjo Shop on Johnson Street in Hollywood, Florida.  
The Banjo Shop had a weekly jam and gave lessons. Annie still had her violin and took 
lessons there. This is where she first heard about the Florida State Fiddlers Association. 

Annie calls these days her “young and crazy” days, when she and her friends were 
not yet married and could devote their time to the folk music revival of the day. She began 
working with Michael Stock and helped with his radio show.  Annie enjoyed being in the 
background–managing the stage, chauffeuring guests of the radio shows and concerts, 
hosting musician guests in her home, helping with the many things that putting together 
radio shows and concerts need to be done. 

I connected with Michael Stock who wanted to start a folk club and put on shows. He 
got a bunch of people together and we started the Folk Club of South Florida, where I served 
as Club President. 

Annie was a founding member of the Folk Club of South Florida. She was active in 
supporting the folk arts in South Florida until moving to Gainesville.  

In 1988 Annie met her husband, Paul Wales, at the Florida Old Time Music 
Championships when he was singing with group from Gainesville. Paul and Annie began 
seeing each other and when it appeared that they were serious about each other, Annie 
moved up to Gainesville. Paul was involved in the folk music of the Acrosstown Coffeehouse 
and Annie became their Business Manager.  This was the beginning of her work in 
supporting Gainesville’s area folk music, dance and arts. 

[In reference to the Acrosstown Coffeehouse] We eventually changed the name to 
Thirsty Ear Concerts, which I still use when I bring performers to do house concerts and 
workshops. I usually do a couple of house concerts a year and presented Mike Seeger, Tom 
Paley, JP Fraley and Tracy Schwartz, to name a few. 

Paul was creating tee shirts for the various folk events at the time Annie made 
Gainesville her home. During the days before her son was born, the area folk musicians 
were in the stages of “young and crazy,” too. She got to know Tom Staley and Bill Paine. 
During these early Gainesville years, like many Florida fiddlers, she signed up to play in the 
FSFA fiddle contest to access a camping space on the Stephen Foster State Park 
campground. There she had access to the state’s best musicians performing at the Florida 
Folk Festival and could play in the many jams available during that weekend.  



  When Allen Hood was president of the FSFA, Annie was the treasure and put in her 
time helping to make the association’s convention and the Fiddle Contest at the Florida 
Folk Festival successful. Paul and Annie had an unspoken agreement with Tom Staley that 
they would bring the convention’s official tee shirt to the conventions and donate the cost 
of making them to the FSFA. The FSFA would sell them to add to their treasury. Annie and 
Paul also did the same for the FOTMC yearly event. Usually, Annie would create the art for 
the shirt, finding especially vintage prints of Florida scenery and adding a twist for the 
group she was making the shirts for. It was one of the ways she supported the FSFA 
throughout the years. 

In addition to Annie’s work in supporting folk arts, the printing business she and her 
husband own and operate, Atlas Screen Printing, won the 2019 SGIA Sustainable Business 
Recognition Award. In addition to their care of our environment, Atlas Screen Printing has 
won over 50 national and international awards for the quality of their screen-printing 
work. 

Atlas has slashed its energy use, embraced alternative technologies, and drastically 
reduced its waste. 

Paul Wales: Sustainability is a topic close to our corporate soul. 

Beside all she does to support the arts, Annie has served on the City of Gainesville 
Cultural Affairs Board and the City of Gainesville Utility Advisory Board and was a founding 
member and the first president of the East Gainesville Development Task Force. 

Annie is certainly an example of “still waters running deep.” She is everything that 
people say she is, and much more, and most deserving of the 2021 Tom Staley Award. 
Quiet, intelligent, caring, and not one to boast of her work or accomplishments, a behind-
the-scenes supporter of the arts and a faithful, loyal friend to all who take the time and 
effort to look into the deep still water. 

-Deb Gilman



Coming up in the next issue, an article from 

Ben Green on Goose Culbreath, fiddler from 

Cortez, FL. 

More on the Florida Old Time Music 

Championships 

A Preview of the FSFA State Fiddle Contest, 

back in-person at the Florida Folk Festival 

-A Note from the Editor

It was a real pleasure to serve as your FSFA President these past two years.  The 

Convention was a great culmination to my tenure, and I want to sincerely thank 

the Board and all the volunteers who made it a success. SOSMP loved having us 

and want us to return year after year. Adam Hurt and Beth Williams Hartness 

were an absolute pleasure to work with, and consummate professionals. I look 

forward to continuing in this organization as your Newsletter Editor and 

Webmaster. Please reach out to me or Mary Allgire with articles, news, album 

reviews, or anything you’d like to share. We want to hear from you! 

-David Strickland

GOOSE CULBREATH 


