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The Florida State Fiddlers Association (FSFA) is a group of musicians and 
music-loving friends who have organized for the purpose of holding a yearly 
convention and fiddle contest, and to increase communication among fiddlers 
and other old-time musicians in the state of Florida. 

Yearly membership is $15. Membership keeps the Fiddlers Association going 
and gets the newsletter to you (as long as your address is correct). Make 
checks payable to FSFA. Send your completed application (found online, see 
below) and check to: FSFA 2506 Arvah Branch Blvd. Tallahasse, FL 32309. 
The expiration date of your membership is on your mailing label, listed by 
month and year. If it is underlined in red, you are due to renew. 

We always like to hear from members and non-members alike. Please feel free 
to contact any of the officers with suggestions and comments. Send all 
newsletter items to the editors, Mark or Mary, at the e-mail listed below. 
Although we cannot guarantee all items will make the newsletter, we try to 
accommodate everyone. FSFA Officers 

President —David Strickland, fxe100@comcast.net 

Vice President—Andy Martin, banjocounselor@gmail.com

Membership Director—Caitlyn Murphy, cmurphy09@gmail.com

Newletter Editors—Mark Braxton, mbraxton@academyatthelakes.org;

                        Mary Allgire, maryallgire@yahoo.com 

Secretary/ Volunteer Coordinator—Deborah Gilman,  debbysuefiddler@gmail.com

Treasurer—Bobby Lolley, bobbylolley@gmail.com

A Message From FSFA President

Oh Me, Oh My, Oh Me, Oh What’ll I Do?

As I sit here writing this on Old Christmas Day, I can’t help but reflect on the past 
twelve months. It has been an undeniably strange year. When I was tasked with leading 
this organization in 2019, my chief concern was how to manage this along with my 
already jam-packed life. Well, the universe intervened and saw to it that we would all 
have a very different kind of year. Most folks found themselves with a whole lot of time 
at home, myself included. The focus for us as an organization then shifted to; how do 
we maintain this group? how do we keep the connection alive? Many folks turned to the 
online forums and some pretty-cool things came out of it, Quarantine Happy Hour on 
Facebook is one great example. If you don’t know about it, here’s their description: Daily 
live happy hour music from a different person or musical household every day to keep 
us connected and supported during the quarantine. The people who put it on have 
grown their group to 16k members and have done a great job keeping us entertained 
and connected. They also gave me some good advice leading up to our Convention.  

The Board and I felt the best way to do the most good would be to hold online 
competitions with inflated purses. Through that effort, we were able, not only to help 
folks in need of support, but also to increase the reach and name recognition of our org. 
Our 2020 Fiddlers Convention had it’s own challenges. We really wanted to fill the 
weekend with activity, to make it feel like you had attended something. There were 
phenomenal guest artists, we spotlighted Florida fiddlers and different Jams around the 
state. We had a wonderful workshop on twin fiddling and we even experienced our first 
Zoom hack. It was great fun, but exhausting. 

Since then, we’ve been coasting, hovering, hunkering. Traditional holiday 
gatherings around these parts were small and safe or just didn’t happen at all. Now it’s 
a new year and we are all craving something, anything normal. When will we all get to 
get together again? Not sure. 

Will we have a Jamboree in March? 

Most likely not in-person. If that’s the case, then we will do an online duet contest 
again. With a bit of luck, that will be the last event not held in-person. 

What’s going on with the Florida Folk Festival?

We have heard from Elaine McGrath that they are currently planning to have the 
festival in-person. This could very well change, but, for now, keep your Memorial Day 
weekend plans open.

What about the Convention? Surely it’s far enough out to not be affected?

Keep your fingers crossed. If it is safe, we will put it on. Everything is TBD. 

Until we meet again, dear family, stay safe.

David Strickland, President
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Regular Jams, Events, and Things of Interest (contact each jam before attending as they might postponed 
due to Covid-19.  

Baldwin: LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH at Larry O’Neals Pickin’ barn, 7pm until 11pm. All bluegrass pickers and 
listeners welcome. Directions: 1/2 mile west of Baldwin on Hwy 90: turn right on Limann Rd. INFO Larry O’Neal at 
904-266-4746 

Barberville Pioneer Settlement first Sat of the month free music workshops and jamming all day with 6 dollar park 
fee. Email Carol at carolwhisler@yahoo.com to get on the email list for workshop schedule or find the schedule 
posted on the Barberville Pioneer Settlement facebook or web site. 

Cassia: Cassia Community Club. 2nd and 4th Saturdays: all music, 3rd Sat: Bluegrass, 5pm until ? Call Pat 
Musselman 352-589-8008 for info 

Fernadina Beach: Florida House Inn 22S 3rd St. Bluegrass open jam Monday 7pm til ? INFO: 904-261-3300 

Ft. Myers/Cape Coral SW Fla. Fiddlers every Monday 7-9 at different locations. Frank Dennis 239-542-2066 or 
wfdcrd@embarqmail.com 

Gainesville Old Time Jam : 1st. Weds., NEW LOCATION 1425 N.W. 35th Terrace, Gainesville, Fl. 32605-4829. 
starts at 7:00 pm. E-mail: doran.oster1@yahoo.com 

Gainesville Dance: 1st Sunday & 3rd Saturday Call 352-372-1145 or visit godsdance.org 

Gainesville: Wed. Nite Pickin’, various homes, Call 352-466-3801 

Gainesville: Half-Fasst Jam, Tuesdays 8:30 pm-11:30pm Call Dea 352-495-2243 or FiddlerDea@yahoo.com (goes 
to bi-monthly jam on 1st and 4rd
Tuesdays after October 2014.) 

Jacksonville: San Jose Bluegrass Jam 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7-10pm, San Jose Baptist Church, 6140 San Jose Blvd. 
INFO: John Powell 904-708-9687 

Jacksonville: Old Time jams every Tuesday at Rain Dogs, 1045 Park St. Jacksonville, from 7-11 pm. 

Jacksonville Dance: 3rd Friday at Good Shepherd Church, 1100 Stockton St. Call 904-731-7058 for more info.  

Lakewood United Church of Christ Concert Series Contact nogamiyoko@gmail.com. Phone 727-687-6742 For 
info. 

Live Oak: Potluck & Pickin’ on Saturdays at 7:30 at Spirit of Suwannee Campground. Visit website at 
www.suwannee.com or call 904-364-1683 

Macclenny: Bluegrass jam 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7p.m. At home of Frank Cohenour. Call Frank at 904-259-3794 for 
directions or more information. 

Melbourne: 2nd Saturday dance, The Barn, 3820 Minton Rd. 407-723-1957 Irish jams at Meg O’Malley’s (Tuesdays 
6-9pm) 

Ocala: Sunday, 1pm Jervey Grant Park SE 32nd Ave. Irma at 352-347-4462 

Regular Jams, Events, and Things of Interest continued

Ocoee: Friday, 6:30 pm parking lot behind Pizza Hut on SR50 & Mcguire Rd. Call Jack Lewis at 407-298-3821 for 
info. 

Orlando Brewery Jam, second Sunday of each month, 1301 Atlantic Ave. Call Sharon Hartmann 407-325-7787 

Orlando: Friday night Old Time Jam at different homes, email Jaybrad44@yahoo.com to get on the notification list. 

Oxford: 3rd Friday, 5 P.M. Bluegrass & Country show, Community building. Port Orange: Rose Bay Travel Park 
5200 S. Nora Rd. Monday, 7pm Norm Decker 386 428-9848 

Pompano Beach: Old Time Jam session Tuesdays, 7pm-10pm, call John Amon 954- 943-6047, or Bob M. 
954-471-5088 

Tampa Bay Old Time Jam: Old-Time jam every Thursday night at the Old Train Depot off Curly Rd. 7 - 10 pm. San 
Antonio is just north of Tampa off highway 52. Contact Jenny 813-813-4242 for more information. 

Tallahassee Old Time Dance: 2nd & 4th Friday at the Tallahassee Senior Center on N. Monroe, 7:30pm. Call 
850-421-1559 or website www.tallydancer.com 

Tallahassee: Irish session, 4th Sunday at Finnegan’s Wake, 1122 Thomasville Rd. Contact Jane and Gordon Scott 
at 850-386-7784. 

Tallahassee: Old-Time Jam, 2nd & 4th. Saturdays, 4:00~ 6:00, Blue Tavern,1206 N. Monroe St. Call Mary 
850-4211559 for more info 

Tampa: Bay Fiddlers Association meets 1st & 3rd Saturday in Dunedin Recreation Center 1pm-4pm. Contact Tim @ 
727-515-9565 or Elan @ 727-424-9331 

Tampa/Pinellas Park Dance: 2nd Sat. & 4th Sunday, Location varies. Call 727-823-2725 for more info. 
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Ernie Williams and Jim Strickland, The 2020 FSFA Tom Staley Award 
Recipients; Friends of Old Time (and Other) Music 

By Deborah B. Gilman 

(Note: Any errors in formatting is due to our newsletter program not the author)

Tom Staley was my fiddle teacher and mentor (a term he hated me using). Like 
many others, I was a long-time friend of Tom’s. Tom was always volunteering 
advice for me pertaining to my fiddling (and many other things). One day, close to 
the weekend of the Old Time Music Championship (FOTMC), Tom told me, 
“There are two guys you need to meet, Ernie Williams and Jim Strickland! Go to 
the Florida Old Time Music Championship and meet them.” 

So, I went to FOTMC and walked up to the two guys people pointed out to me as 
being Ernie and Jim. I introduced myself and told them I was new to fiddling. 
Ernie smiled and welcomed me, shaking my hand. I told the two FOTMC 
organizers, that Tom told me I needed to meet the two of them. Jim stood there 
smiling, not saying very much, just smiling in a welcoming smile. Later that 
afternoon, Jim told me about a group led by Doug Naumann in Crystal Beach, 
where I could go to learn old time tunes: a small friendly group of musicians, Mr. 
Ethnic’s Wednesday Night Fiddle Support Group. Jim had initiated this “support 
group” in 1981 I contacted Doug Naumann and began my adventures with old 
time music. That was the beginning of a long-standing friendship with these two 
Florida Folk musicians and long-time supporters of the Florida Folk Festival and 
other Florida folk community and music events.

Because I have been friends with them for a while, and because of my respect for the 
two, I agreed to interview them for the Florida State Fiddle Association (FSFA). They are 
the 2020 FSFA Tom Staley Award recipients, although the presentation will be over the 
internet as our FSFA convention is online this year and not in-person.

Jim, Ernie and I met at Ernie’s home in San Antonio, Florida to talk about their 
involvement with the various Florida Folk activities here in Florida. The FSFA Board 
specifically cited the implementation of the Florida Old Time Championships as the 
reason they wanted the two musicians to receive this award, but I can’t limit this article 
only to their creating, organizing, and running that event, because of all the things they 
have been involved in here in the Florida Folk community, the countless ways they did, 
and continue to do more than they did during the long 33 year run of the FOTMC, to 
support old time music and folk performers. 

FOTMC was a favorite of many of Florida’s old time musicians. It was also a place 
where musicians from all parts of Florida came together to make music and memories. 
While the idea was theirs, they were careful to point out that, “dozens of people made it 
happen, some without our even knowing who they were.” They mentioned Melinda 
Strickland, Jim’s wife, who “carried much of the load for a number of years,” Annie 
Orlando and Paul Wales, who would show up every year with a new fantastic T-shirt 
designed just for FOTMC; “We wouldn’t even talk to them about it – they’d just be 
there.” They also mentioned all the people who worked at the registration table and the 
judges’ table, including the judges themselves, “who had the hardest job of all.” 

Developing Musicians and Folk Community Members

Ernie was born at home, in Brighton, in central Alabama. He came to Florida in 1965 to 
attend Florida State University for graduate school. He explained,

“I became interested in music [learning how to play a musical instrument] while 
listening to Jim Connor and Richard Lockmiller play at a little ‘beatnik’ place in 
Birmingham. Jim frailed banjo simply, but very fast and clean. I loved it.”

“One night I went to a drive-in that would serve beer, with a friend of mine. Two 
girls came along.  One got in the back seat with him because he played a four-
string guitar, and the other, not quite so attractive, girl got in the front seat with 
me. After they left, I said, ‘Louie, I need to get one of those four-string guitars.’ 
And he said, ‘No, man. Don’t get a four-string guitar. I’ve got a four-string guitar.’ 
And I said, ‘Well, what should I get?’ and he said, ‘Get a banjo.’”

Jim and I began laughing. Ernie is a master at storytelling. I asked if it was a true 
story. He raised his eyebrows, looked me straight in the eye, acting surprised that 
I would question his story. Emphatically he told me it was the truth and that I was 
interviewing him, and he was answering my questions, so everything was going 
to be true. One thing Ernie has always been with me, is honest and to the point. 
He continued with his story, 
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“The next day I called a pawn shop in Birmingham, and I went up there and 
bought a Kay open-back banjo for thirty dollars. I came home and called Louie, 
and he said, ‘Man, you’re never going to learn to play the banjo!’ and I never saw 
Louie again.”

Jim and I laughed again. Ernie continued, 

“I took six lessons from a guy named Bill Nailen, who wrote for the Birmingham 
News, and after that I was on my own. Every lesson he taught me was 
something different. He taught me to up-pick, then to frail, then some bluegrass 
rolls.”

Bluegrass rolls? I was surprised. Ernie is now known for his old time style of playing 
banjo. I asked him if his banjo was a bluegrass banjo. I know there is a difference 
between the two types of banjos, the resonator on the bluegrass banjo, for instance. His 
reference to learning bluegrass rolls confused me. He described his Kay banjo, 

“It cost thirty dollars and had thirty brackets on it, which I heard was a way to tell 
it was one of the better cheap banjos. So, I started trying to play like Jim Connor, 
doing the best I could, and it never once got me [the girl].”

Ernie’s knowing how to do bluegrass rolls should not surprise me. He is loaded with all 
kinds of musical performance knowledge and skills that go beyond a particular music 
style. Once he got me to play Bobby Troup’s 1946 hit song, “Route 66.” He was a 
member of the New Sand Mountain Wildcats who played together for 35 years and first 
appeared in 1978 at the Florida Folk Festival. 

Ernie Williams
Jim Strickland

Jim was born in Tampa at Tampa General Hospital. Smiling, Jim tells us,

“I grew up in Tampa. My dad had a grocery store and ship chandler business 
down in Port Tampa City, which is ‘not’ the Port of Tampa, between 1940 and 
1960. I’m a third generation Florida Cracker. And my granddaddy’s parents 
came down here from Georgia.”

“Cracker” is a term associated with the cattle drivers of Florida, whose whips made a 
cracking sound as they drove cattle to the cattle yards. It has come to refer to all native 
Floridians. Many people who reside in Florida come from other states and countries, so 
being a native Floridian, or a Florida Cracker, is honored by many multi-generational 
Floridians. Jim continued telling about his journey to musicianship and being a collector 
of old time music recordings,

“In third grade our music teacher, Mr. Rankin, held an assembly where he 
played a whole bunch of instruments. I loved the sound of the French horn. I 
wanted to play the French horn, but it was an expensive instrument. My mother 
suggested, ‘Why don’t you play a trumpet or a cornet?’ So, I got a cornet. I 
played the cornet in the orchestra in elementary school and in the band in junior 
high and high school, except for two years when I played the tuba in junior high. 
I switched back to cornet in high school.”

Both Ernie and Jim mention the era that Bruce “Utah” Phillips called, the “Folk Scare,” 
or the Folk Revival period of the 1960s. Jim says,

“During the Folk Scare, I dabbled in guitar. I bought a Silvertone guitar, which I 
wish I had never sold. But I never really learned how to play it well. I was at 
Haslem’s, that famous bookstore in Saint Pete, where I saw Pete Seeger’s How 
to Play the 5-String Banjo. It had a red cover with a drawing of a banjo and cost 
$2. It was so interesting that I bought it. I would read it over and over again. 
About two years later, I answered an ad in the St. Pete JC college newspaper. I 
bought a Silvertone open-back banjo for fifteen dollars. I messed around with it 
for a bit, but didn’t make very much headway until 1976, when I became really 
[angry] with the corporations who were trying to co-opt the [country’s] 
Bicentennial. I said, ‘What can I do to celebrate the Bicentennial and make it 
personal to me?’ I decided to do two things. I decided to grow a beard and to 
learn to play the banjo. Coincidentally, I saw an ad in the paper that there was 
going to be a banjo class down in Sulphur Springs on the Hillsborough River, at 
this little park and museum. So, I went down there and Ernie was the teacher of 
the class.”

The friendship between Ernie and Jim began in that little park as Ernie taught a class 
for people who wanted to learn banjo. Jim continues,

“Every Saturday morning for however many weeks it was, we met on the porch of this 
little log cabin on the banks of the Hillsborough River. That’s where I learned the 
banjo.”



“The next day I called a pawn shop in Birmingham, and I went up there and 
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something different. He taught me to up-pick, then to frail, then some bluegrass 
rolls.”

Bluegrass rolls? I was surprised. Ernie is now known for his old time style of playing 
banjo. I asked him if his banjo was a bluegrass banjo. I know there is a difference 
between the two types of banjos, the resonator on the bluegrass banjo, for instance. His 
reference to learning bluegrass rolls confused me. He described his Kay banjo, 

“It cost thirty dollars and had thirty brackets on it, which I heard was a way to tell 
it was one of the better cheap banjos. So, I started trying to play like Jim Connor, 
doing the best I could, and it never once got me [the girl].”

Ernie’s knowing how to do bluegrass rolls should not surprise me. He is loaded with all 
kinds of musical performance knowledge and skills that go beyond a particular music 
style. Once he got me to play Bobby Troup’s 1946 hit song, “Route 66.” He was a 
member of the New Sand Mountain Wildcats who played together for 35 years and first 
appeared in 1978 at the Florida Folk Festival. 
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I asked Jim what made him decide to become friends with Ernie? He smiled and 
answered,

“The banjo class ended and I told Ernie I was interested in keeping up with 
lessons. I took a couple of lessons, and he said, ‘I’ve taught you all I can teach 
you. Let’s just get together and play music. So, we did.”

Ernie interjected,

“I felt sorry for him.”

We began to laugh. This is the banter I expect from the two friends. Ernie tells about 
their friendship,

“We met when I moved back from a commune in Tennessee. I’d given up my 
teaching job at Hillsborough Community College, so I tried making a living any 
way I could. There was a banjo class down at the little museum on the river [like 
Jim said]. I broke the class into two sessions, bluegrass and frailing. Jim showed 
up and was one of my students and we became fast buddies.”

Jim continued telling about his banjo adventures, and what he discovered along the 
way,

“In learning more about the banjo I started buying recordings of [musicians 
playing the] banjo. I was surprised to find that there was a lot of fiddling on the 
recordings, that went along with the banjo music. I had the fiddle that my 
granddaddy bought for my dad in 1914 from a blind music teacher in Tarpon 
Springs for fifteen dollars - but Dad never learned how to play it.”

Jim says his dad had placed the fiddle in the hall closet and that he took it down, set it 
up and began “sawing” on it. He continues to play it today.

I asked Ernie and Jim to tell me what other musical instruments they learned to play. 
Jim already touched on those instruments he played, the fiddle, the banjo, and the 
guitar, but I know he plays autoharp, too.         Ernie replied to the question with,

“I used to fool around with a bunch of stuff, but I sold pretty much everything so I 
could become a much better banjo player. Now I can’t play anything but banjo, 
and I don’t think I’m any better than I would have been had I kept fooling around 
with the other stuff. I just picked up guitar again, and I’ve been struggling to make 
a D chord.”

Participators in the Initiation of Florida Folk Community Organizations

The last part of our discussion was about the period of time when the Florida State 
Fiddlers Association, Friends of Florida Folk, the newer Florida Folklore Society, and 
Florida Old Time Music Championships were begun. Ernie said it like this, and Jim 
agreed,

(continued on the next page)

“Everything started at about the same time, a twelve-month period in 1981 and 
1982. I got an NEH grant to go to study at Berkeley for the summer, and on the 
way back to Florida I stopped at the Tennessee Valley Old Time Music 
Championships in Athens, Alabama. I took second place in the banjo contest. I 
thought, ‘Man, we could do that here in Florida!’ So I said to Jim, ‘Let’s start a 
contest’ and he said, ‘That’s a good idea!’ That same year Tom Staley, Wayne 
Martin and others started the Florida State Fiddlers Association, and Jim and I 
became charter members of Friends of Florida Folk and the resurrected Florida 
Folklore Society.”

Jim remarked,

“Yeah. As I remember, someone said that there

 was a Florida Folklore Society before that year, 

but it had fallen apart and that we were part the 

new one. We initiated the first FOTMC in 1982.”

FOTMC was an on-going event for 33 years.

Jim’s WMNF Radio Program  

Jim has a huge collection of old time music recordings. He began collecting them when 
he became interested in playing the banjo. Jim explains how he came to have a radio 
show on WMNF,

“As I was buying these records, along the way, WMNF started up (in fall of 1979). 
I went to Rob Lorei about my record collection. I said, ‘I’ve got this record 
collection, what do you think about me doing an old time music show?’ And he 
said, ‘Yes.’ I went to Jeannie Holton who was a long-time friend. I said, ‘Hey, 
Jeannie, Guess what? I’m going to be doing an old time music show on WMNF!’ 
She said, ‘I am, too! I’m going to be doing a bluegrass music show!’ So, we 
ended up doing a show together. She would play a set of bluegrass music, then I 
would play a set of old time music. That went on for a while until we got separate 
shows. I can’t remember how long we worked together until we finally got 
separate shows.” 

Jim’s show, Mr. Ethnic’s Old Time Music Show, was on WMNF for 39 years, from early 
1980 until the fall of 2019.

From my perspective, Jim and Ernie have had a huge impact on the Florida folk 
community. From 1995 to 2001, Ernie served on the Florida Folklife Council, a citizen’s 
group appointed by the Florida Secretary of State to advise the Florida Folklife Bureau. 
Ernie remembers that group as “some of the finest folks I have ever been around,” 
including Johnny Bullard, Wayne Martin, and Howard Pardue.
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Ernie and Jim’s most recent contribution to the Florida Folk Festival and the Will 
McLean Festival, are the old time music workshops, organized around what they call 
the “Banjo Seed.” These are workshops where advanced banjo musicians give less 
experienced banjo musicians individual mentoring and where workshops for groups of 
musicians are given. The former president of the FSFA, Carol Whisler, came up with the 
idea of including other instruments in the workshop. This joint effort is called the, “Old 
Time Gathering,” where old time music jams and people playing the other musical 
instruments are given the same workshop and lesson experiences as those who play 
banjo. I enjoy the Old Time Gathering, where I learn something new each time I attend. I 
have also met quite a few new friends through this venue. 

Ernie and Jim continue to support the music of our folk community and the Florida 
festivals. I am grateful to Tom for telling me to seek them out and I am grateful for the 
friendship of Ernie and Jim. They have helped so many people become better 
musicians, more knowledgeable of the people they have studied with or known 
throughout their adventures into the world of fiddles, banjos, guitars, autoharps, 
mandolins, hammered dulcimers, and the various musical genre and styles in making 
our music.

 

I suggest you follow Tom’s advice to me and that you, “Go meet these two guys!”  
Attend their workshops or step up and meet them where you and they happen to be. I 
know I have two very dear friends in Ernie and Jim. I promise that your experience with 
them will be just as friendly and probably as good a musical adventure as any you might 
find.

Post Note: Ernie wanted me to clear up a long-standing confusion, “Remember, Ernie is 
the tall one.” And Jim wanted you to know that he “is the handsome one.”  I end this 
article shaking my head and smiling.

Tune Toons; 
Illustrations of Old Time Music tune titles

  By Debby Sue Buckberry Gilman, Artist and Illustrator
* Tune Toons Book One – 17 illustrations 

* Tune Toons Book Two – 18 illustrations 

* Toon Tunes Music Book for the Young and the Young at Heart – 20 
illustrated tunes    

   with chords

* Individual Tune Toon prints – 8.5 x11 in 12x16 white mat 

Deb Gilman

debbysuefiddler@gmail.com

Brooksville, Florida 

mailto:debbysuefiddler@gmail.com
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Important Future Events

Old Time Music Jamboree Online
-Date is TBD

Florida State Folk Festival
-May 28, 29, 30 2021

FSFA Annual Convention
-Date is TBD

2020 FSFA Annual Convention
Mark Braxton, Newsletter Editor

This past year our convention was, of course, held online due to the 
pandemic. However, this event was packed full of concerts, workshops, 
Florida Fiddler Showcases, our Virtual Tea Party, and much more. Not 
only was it the goal of the FSFA board to put on a fun event, but it was 
our goal to try to connect our community in these devasting times. I 
believe we met and exceeded our expections of that goal. There have 
been numerous comments about how well the online event ran and the 
top notch content that was provided to our community.

This year, just like in the past, we invited top level talent in the national 
old time community to share their musical gifts and knowledge. Spencer 
and Rains put on a fantastic twin fiddling workshop where they shared 
tips and techniques for how to get their amazing fiddle sound. Chance 
McCoy put on a truly memorable concert set showcasing many West 
Virgina tunes/songs, as well as, showcasing his outstanding old time 
repetoire of tunes/songs. Hog-Eyed Man also put on a wonderful set 
perfectly blending fiddle and ducimer. 

Here are a few quotes from our guest artists:

We felt a lot of love coming through our wireless devices from all of 
our friends in Florida and around the country who tuned in to the 
FSFA Festival. Thanks for a great time and look forward to doing it 
in person soon! -Spencer and Rains

I had a blast playing for the FSFA, there’s nothing I love more than 
getting to share the beautiful music we have up here in wild, 
wonderful West Virginia. -Chance McCoy

We also had the opportunity to have our Old Timers’ Showcase this year. 
The showcase featured many familiar faces in our FSFA community 
playing their favorite tunes/songs. You can visit the FSFA YouTube 
channel for all the videos of our Old Timers’ Showcase.
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This year our Tea Party was hosted on Zoom. It was great to see many familiar 
and new faces to our association. This year we had a special surprise for our 
President David Strickland. Many FSFA members made their best attempt to 
mimic the legendary beard that he sports. See the pic below for the annual Tea 
Party picture:

(Please see next page for a full list of all the Tea Party award winners.)

Special thanks to everyone who attended our annual convention and shared 
videos. I would also like to thank our FSFA board members who helped to 
organize this event. Their effort lead to a tremendous event. I look forward to 
the next event, whether virtual or in person, to continue to build our music 
communty in the great state of Florida.

Mark Braxton, FSFA Newsletter Editor

                              FSFA Tea Party Awards 2020

Julie Anspach– Best Impersonation of David Strickland
Dave Strickland – Second Best Impersonation of David Strickland
David’s Daughter – Most Energetic Convention Attendee!
Jenny James – Hat with the Class
Tom Wilson - Best Full Windsor 
Andy Martin – Mr. Quick Change
Cartier Family – Best Family Look Alike Hats
Joe D - Most guitars visible in background
Bob Murphy – Fastest Zoom Technology Learner
Marion Lasley – Best Drink Description (Tea of Course)
Aisha Ivey –  Best Scottish Glengarry Hat
Andrea – Best Zoom Multi-Tasker
Seamus Murphy – Best Tie in the Swimsuit Category
Bert Ivey – Best Bow Tie to Coordinate with his wife’s hat
Madelyn Horwich – Late for the Ball, But Beautiful Anyway Hat
Mark Braxton – Best Artificial Beard that can double as a tie and/or 
Bib Award
Bobby and Caitlyn – Best Mommy and Daddy with Cutest Baby in 
the World Award
Baby Joe Lolly – Best Little Bear Tee-Shirt Award
Matthew Sabatella - Coolest Coiffe Award
Ray Monfore – Disappearing Hat and Tie Award
Deb Gilman – Craziest Feather-Head Hat 
Bill Paine – Longest Attending of FSFA Tea Parties
Anna Strickland – Best Vintage Chair award
Marg Chauvin and Bill Messer – Most Florida Parks Traveled To 
Couple in FSFA to Attend our Tea Party
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           Spotlight on Florida Fiddlers:

Jarrod Ridgway
with Mark Braxton, FSFA Newsletter Editor

(Note: This is just an excerpt of the 30 minute video 
interview of Jarrod. To see the full video and Jarrod 
breaking down his favorite tune, “Sweet Bama,” please 
visit FSFA’s YouTube Channel or Facebook page.)

Mark Braxton (MB): Let’s get started at the beginning. 
Where were you born?

Jarrod Ridgway (JR): I was born in Deland, FL in Volusia 
County.

MB: I am familiar with Deland, but, for people not 
familiar, is that more north Florida?

JR: It’s in central Florida. It is about 30 minutes west of 
Daytona Beach. It is like right in the middle of the state.

MB: How did you get into playing fiddle?

JR: Well, I started learning to play guitar about when I 
was 11 or 12. I got into folk musc by just picking up 
guitar. I got into jug band music first before I even knew 
what old time was. I kind of went to the banjo and fiddle  
from jug band and like prewar blues type stuff. Then I 
found my way to old time. 

MB: When you were getting into jug band music was 
there a band that stood out?

JR: Yeah, Cannon’s Jug Stompers. Gus Cannon. 
Probably one of the most well known jug band 
musicians. I have really gravitated towards his banjo 
recordings. They spoke to me. 

MB: When I first started playing old time music, I knew 
immediately that old time music is the way to go. How 
did you get to the path of being an old time fiddler?

(Note: To continue this interview, please visit FSFA 
YouTube page or Facebook page.)



           Spotlight on Florida Fiddlers:

Jarrod Ridgway
with Mark Braxton, FSFA Newsletter Editor

(Note: This is just an excerpt of the 30 minute video 
interview of Jarrod. To see the full video and Jarrod 
breaking down his favorite tune, “Sweet Bama,” please 
visit FSFA’s YouTube Channel or Facebook page.)

Mark Braxton (MB): Let’s get started at the beginning. 
Where were you born?

Jarrod Ridgway (JR): I was born in Deland, FL in Volusia 
County.

MB: I am familiar with Deland, but, for people not 
familiar, is that more north Florida?

JR: It’s in central Florida. It is about 30 minutes west of 
Daytona Beach. It is like right in the middle of the state.

MB: How did you get into playing fiddle?

JR: Well, I started learning to play guitar about when I 
was 11 or 12. I got into folk musc by just picking up 
guitar. I got into jug band music first before I even knew 
what old time was. I kind of went to the banjo and fiddle  
from jug band and like prewar blues type stuff. Then I 
found my way to old time. 

MB: When you were getting into jug band music was 
there a band that stood out?

JR: Yeah, Cannon’s Jug Stompers. Gus Cannon. 
Probably one of the most well known jug band 
musicians. I have really gravitated towards his banjo 
recordings. They spoke to me. 

MB: When I first started playing old time music, I knew 
immediately that old time music is the way to go. How 
did you get to the path of being an old time fiddler?

(Note: To continue this interview, please visit FSFA 
YouTube page or Facebook page.)
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